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Benthic Habitat
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S I C O Figure 11. Benthic habitat map of Bajo de Sico up to a maximum depth of S0 m (Garcia-Sais et al.

2007).

4.3 Condition and changes through time of marine ecosystems within BS
Garcia-Sais et al. (2007) characterized the benthic ecosystems present at BS. No other study has been
conducted since then. Thus the current state or any change through time is unknown in this Marine Managed
Area.




2.3 Condition and changes through time of marine ecosystems in ALS

n
Garcia-Sais et al. (2010) characterized the closure, and the description is presented below. The benthic
r I r a ecosystems present at ALS have not been studied again, and thus there is no information available on its
current condition.
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MARINE MANAGED AREAS IN THE US CARIBBEAN
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Figure 1. Puerto Rico Marine Managed Areas.




rotected

Table 1. Percentage of protected areas in the US Caribbean, including no-take zones and the IUCN

— categories.
Number of  US Caribbean
r e a S I l l US CARIBBEAN Area (km?) | ™ Avens Basin (%)

All protected areas (58 MMAs) . 444625 58 2.1

Ia 125.03 8 0.06

Unassigned [ 806.58 24 0.38

v 3264.65 22 1.55

11 63 2 0.03

11 51 v 1 ‘ 0.02

\' 149 1 0.07

. No Take areas (includes seasonal no-take) 1805.12 12 0.85

r I n Puerto Rico Area (km?) N“:‘r';; of ‘I,:'t:':;’::;.') PR EEZ (%)
Total Area MMAs : 44 Total 3995.23 44 29.72
Ia 48 6 , 036

Unassigned . 693.58 17 5.16
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Longtime Conservationist Seeks to Shore Up
Safeguards for Puerto Rico’s Ocean Treasures
Alberto Mercado is working to develop a new funding source to fortify marine
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Degradation
of Coastal

and Marine
Habitats

1. Introduction

The oceans have degraded in the last decades as a result of human activities (Mora 2008). This decline is
most notorious in ¢gastal areas such coral reefs, where coral cover has decreased more than 50 % worldwide
(Gardner 2003; De™ath et al. 2012; Jackson ef al. 2014), and species commonly seen in the seventies are
rarely observed today, especially commercial reef fishes (Steneck ez al. 2009). Conservation efforts are
urgently needed to reduce such loss, recover depleted populations and restore natural habitats.
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islamarexp What a week! After days of swells kept our
biologists out of the water, we now know what damage was
caused beneath the waves by the FURA boat grounding.

Six days after the grounding, Isla Mar Co-founder Evan Tuohy
along with DRNA biologist Dra. Nilda Jimenez swam out to
scout the area and assess the damage to the coral reef
below.
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White House climate and environment
adviser scrutinized for possible ethics
violations

Dr. Jane Lubchenco allowed a flawed paper to be published due to improper treatment, watchdog alleges

By Houston Keene | Fox News o o Q o 6 @ Ad closed by Google
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